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Poser 360 – Minutes of the Synod of Fife, 1628 
 
This week’s poser is from the minutes of the Synod of Fife in 1628 (National Records 
of Scotland, CH2/154/1 page 318). 
 

 
 
The clerk’s very tightly written hand makes it hard to differentiate between the letters 
r, v and c and look out for the secretary hand letter a (sometimes with the attacking 
diagonal stroke) the tittle mark above the letter u, and the elaborate (but not 
consistently written) secretary hand h. In some cases it is almost impossible to work 
out whether the clerk meant a letter to be upper case or lower case. Note the use of 
punctuation – commas, semi-colons and full stops – but not in consistent modern 
grammatical usage. 
 
 
This week’s questions:  
 
Which two men were the presbyteries to investigate or take action against and why? 
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Poser 360 – Minutes of the Synod of Fife, 1628 
 
In this week’s poser, taken from the minutes of the Synod of Fife in 1628 (National 
Records of Scotland, CH2/154/1 page 318), we asked you which two men were the 
presbyteries to investigate or take action against and why? 
 
Answers:  
 
The presbyteries were to inquire after Thomas Sim, a fugitive from Newburgh, and to 
take action against Francis Con, suspected of being a Catholic (suspect of papistrie). 
 
Transcription: 
 
The Brethren ar desyred to inquyre in their several Con- 
gregations for ane Thomas Sim, quha is fugitive out of the 
paroche of newbrughe . 
 
The Brethren of the p[res]b[ite]rie of peirth ar ordaind to enter 
in proses against francis Con suspect of papistrie, and to pro- 
ceid against him to the sentence of excommunica[tio]n if he continew 
obstinat; 
 
This poser was devised by Bosco, an archivist from Fife. 
 
 
If you would like to contribute palaeography posers to the website contact us 
(onlineresources@nas.gov.uk). 
 
 


