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Weekly Poser 336 - Register of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, 1639 
 
This week's poser is taken from the records of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland (National Records of Scotland, CH1/1/5 page 413). In 1639, presbyterians 
controlled the General Assembly, and this extract deals with the deposition of 
ministers who were identified with the episcopalian cause or who had committed 
some offence. 
 
The hand is quite clear, and the secretary hand letters (such as e, s, w) are quite well 
formed. Capital letters and occasional place names and personal names may slow you 
down. 
 

 
 
This week's questions: what are the names of the five ministers deposed and what 
are the three parishes mentioned? You get a bonus point if you can say what time of 
day this particular session of the General Assembly began.



 

http://www.scottishhandwriting.com 2 

Weekly Poser 336 - Register of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, 1639 
 
Answer: The five ministers were: Mr James Hanna, Mr Alexander Thomson, Mr John 
Ogstoun, Mr George Maxwell, and Mr George Sydserefe. The three parishes 
mentioned are: Collington, Dunbar (Dumbar), and Cockburnspath (Cockburnspeth). 
The session of the General Assembly began at 3pm (hora tertia is the Latin for the 
third hour). 
 
Transcription: 
 
Session: 18. hora tertia 
After prayer, the Moderator called for the rest 
of the reports. 
Mr James Hanna, and Mr Alexander Thomson were 
deposed jointly for reading the service book, subscribing 
the declinature. 
The Committee findeth their process formall and clear. 
Mr John Ogstoun Minister at Collington deposed for 
deserting of his flock, causeing his people after a 
superstitious way kneel when they were examined  
and for sacriledge. 
Mr George Maxwell Minister at Dumbar for foul 
errors in Doctrine Sacriledge &c. 
Mr George Sydserefe at Cockburnspeth conteming 
his presbyterie and the Assembly &c. 
 
If you would like to contribute palaeography posers to the website contact us 
(onlineresources@nas.gov.uk). 


